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The November 19 program is sure to be a winner with Bruce and Sam 
Bodjack’s program on backyard birding. Of the program, Bruce said, 
“We are going to take liberties with the word backyard. The backyard 
may be the woods you play in or the trails that you hike. It will be 
somebody’s backyard.” 
 
Both Bruce and Sam are members of the Photography Club and Bruce 
has led some excellent training sessions. He started in digital 
photography 12 years ago. Sam started in the early 70’s. Bruce said 
that digital is the only way to go because of the processing time, 
instant feedback, and the difficulty in actually finding film. 
 
They both use Nikons and share some lenses. Sam has a D40 and for 
birding uses her Sigma 50-500. Bruce has a D200 and uses a Sigma 
70-300 and a Tamron 200-500. Is there a style difference? Bruce said 

that he is more likely to use a tripod where Sam likes to shoot more     
tripod-free and from her kayak. 

. 
Bruce’s bird photography began with his interest in birds. During the time he planted trees in 
Leelanau County, he talked to a lot of knowledgeable people about birds and became 
fascinated with the different types. His main tip for good bird photography:  Go out on a 
good sunny morning. Lighting is the key. 
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Bruce taking a “people” picture on the 
Tart Trail by Carole Groves 
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I would like to receive:  
                                                    
�  Renew or sign me up for the club email groups, GTAudubon (club 
          news) and birdalert (news of area birds). 
 
���I do not use the internet and would like a mailed newsletter.�
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On August 25, Ed Kaminski reported on our Bird Alert, a White Pelican on 
Boardman Lake. “I think it was just stopping for a few hours on its way south.  
Nobody reported it from other locations... it was headed south when it flew.  I 
followed down to Sabin & Keystone but could not find it.”  
�
��
����"���������,���������
���I ��
������������Pied Billed Grebes,  
Hooded Mergansers (lots) and Caspian Terns.  
 
On Sept. 5, he reported: Lone Pine Trail at Keystone Pond.  The water is down from 
lack of rain, so lots of exposed mud flats, and lots of shorebirds!  Found Least, 
Semipalmated, Solitary, and Spotted Sandpipers, Yellowlegs, Dowitcher, Common 
Snipe, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Green and Great Blue Herons, Kingfisher.  
Along the trail, Black Billed Cuckoo, RB Grosbeak, a family of Flickers, and some 
House Finches.—Oh, and there are the Merlins. 
 
Ed certainly keeps us informed about the seasonal birding along the Boardman. 
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