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Living in such a scenic region, most of us have a wild little 
spot of woods or wetlands that we pass on our daily 
commute.  While driving along, we slow as much as traffic will 
allow and we crane our necks to check that spot for any 
wildlife that might be present. Perhaps we get a few glimpses, 
but mostly we just wonder and imagine. The thoughts 
transport us on an interesting expedition and provide a nice 
diversion from the line of cars before us.  And in most 
instances, that's as far as the adventure goes. 
 

But in the case of the wetlands that lie just over the grassy 
bank along West Silver Lake Road, when Margaret Platner 
and I received the go-ahead from Bob Carstens to do the 
avian survey, we set forth to 
explore--to see it all up close!  
And what a surprise we had in 

store...the number of bird species we encountered was much higher and more diverse 
than we had even imagined. And beyond the resident Green Heron babies and the showy 
male Wood Ducks, it became clear that in the bigger picture, this small wetlands 
surrounded with human development, was providing a much needed corridor for the 
multitude of birds that travel up and down our bays making their way on through our ever-
growing county. We all will forever benefit from the preservation of this pocket of 
wildness. The list is on our website:  http://www.grandtraverseaudubon.org/files/resolutions/nsilverlk.html 
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